





Meeting of the 
POLICY COMMITTEE
Sean Cahill, PhD and Kali Lindsey, Co-Chairs

July 18, 2011
Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies
281 Park Avenue South
10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Members Present: Sean Cahill, PhD, Christopher Cunningham, Sharon Doctor, Yves Gebhardt, Kristin Goodwin, Lucky Michaels, Jan Carl Park, Dorella Walters

Members Absent: Susan Alston, Kareem Clemons, Gregory Cruz, Elaine Greeley, Matthew Lesieur, Kali Lindsey, Lorna Littner, Esther Lok, Paul Meissner, Andresa Person, Kimberly Sanders, Gloria Searson 

NYC DOHMH Staff Present: Rafael Molina, Nina Rothschild, DrPH

Others Present: Mallory Marcus, Jerrold Thomas, Lyndel Urbano

Material Distributed: 

· Agenda
· Minutes from the June Policy Committee Meeting
· List of Open and Closed Items
· Letter to FDA Commissioner Margaret Hamburg re Organ Transplantation to/from HIV-Infected Individuals
· Handouts on Medicaid Advocacy
· July 2011 Month-at-a-Glance
· Planning Council Calendar for July 2011

Welcome/Introductions/Moment of Silence/Review of the Meeting Packet/Review of the June Minutes: Policy Committee Co-Chair Sean Cahill, PhD, welcomed everyone.  Meeting participants introduced themselves and observed a moment of silence.  Nina Rothschild reviewed the contents of the meeting packet.  The minutes from the June meeting were tabled for lack of a quorum.  
Update on Planning Council Activities: Jan Carl Park noted that the New York EMA received an increase of $15 million (a 14% increase) in our award from HRSA.[footnoteRef:1]  The Council is currently setting priorities and running the numbers.  Currently, we are required by HRSA to allocate 75% of our award to core medical services and 25% to non-core support services, but we are considering whether to apply for a waiver in 2012, particularly because there will be a growing demand for non-core services which will not be funded under President Obama’s Affordable Care Act.   [1:  The EMA subsequently received notification from HRSA that the initial notification was incorrect and that the EMA did not receive an increase.] 


Policy Committee Activities: Mr. Park reported on a conversation with Emily Gantz McKay, our technical consultant from HRSA, concerning appropriate activities for planning council policy committees.  We clearly cannot use Ryan White dollars to advocate for increased appropriations. Six other Eligible Metropolitan Areas (EMAs) and three Transitional Grant Areas (TGAs) have policy committees.  During August, Policy Committee liaison Nina Rothschild will contact those planning councils and find out more about the activities in which their policy committees engage.  

With the organ transplantation letter, we are seeking a change in federal legislation that would enable doctors to transplant organs to or from HIV-infected individuals.  Now that the Planning Council staff resides within the Division of Policy and External Affairs, the Deputy Commissioner for Policy and External Affairs is asking whether Planning Council members, who are Mayoral appointees, can send out a letter endorsing a position that may or may not align with the position of the Mayor and the Health Commissioner.  Ms. Gantz McKay stated that if a letter on this topic goes out on Planning Council letterhead, it should state that the views expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of the Mayor and the Health Commissioner. Dr. Cahill expressed some surprise that letters would have this stipulation, given the emphasis in the HRSA site visit on the independence of the Planning Council from the grantee.  As Jan Park noted, Planning Council staff are in City government, and we are not yet sure how distinct we can be from official viewpoints.  HRSA did say that we can use the Policy Committee to educate members about hot topics – in other words, we can use the Committee as a vehicle to broadcast the information to stakeholders.  

Jan Park spoke about the organ transplantation issue and noted the importance of urging the FDA to reconsider the ban on donating HIV+ organs.  He noted that he and staff reviewed some literature, including an article in the New England Journal of Medicine on successful organ transplantation in HIV-infected individuals in South Africa.  The National Organ Transplantation Act banning these transplantations was created in the days prior to the arrival of antiretrovirals when HIV was a contraindication for transplantation.  AIDS phobia in the early 1980s drove this legislation, and surgeons in particular were afraid of the extensive blood exposure.  Science and medicine have come a long way, however, and 500-600 organs would be available in the US per year if the ban were lifted.  With 86,000 people on the waiting list for transplantation in 2005, 500-600 organs could make a considerable difference.  In this era, the legal ban seems unwarranted and potentially harmful.  

Social Security and Disability: Committee members agreed to wait for a public comment period before submitting a response to the Institute of Medicine report on Social Security and Disability.  Mr. Park noted that people interested in reducing the burden of public payments would look to the IOM report for guidance.

Thirty Percent of Income Towards Rent: According to the Director of Housing in the Bureau of HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control, John Rojas, there is a waiting list for people to enter into Ryan White housing.  Mr. Park noted that one possible way to deal with the increase in our award from HRSA would be to allocate it toward housing.  Individuals who are not HASA-eligible are eligible for Ryan White housing.  

Kristin Goodwin noted that many different numbers have been put forward for the cost of implementing the 30% of income toward rent policy.  She also stated that COBRA may be phased out as the State switches to a medical home model.  Care Coordination, noted Mr. Park, is really a mirror of COBRA and is currently funded by the Planning Council with $30 million dollars.  

Follow-Up on It’s Never Just HIV: Dr. Sweeney responded to Matt Lesieur’s letter concerning It’s Never Just HIV.  Nina Rothschild will obtain a copy of Dr. Sweeney’s letter and circulate it to the Council.  

Ban on Blood Donations by MSM: Dr. Cahill suggested that the Policy Committee invite Nathan Schaefer to speak on this issue.  The current policy is suboptimal; research is needed so that we can screen out high risk heterosexuals and include low risk MSM in the donor pool.  

Health Care Reform: GMHC has concerns about the health insurance exchanges.  Industry executives are sitting on committees dealing with the implementation of exchanges.  We want to ensure that patients, not profits, are protected.  Other states are trying to undo health care reform.  Implementing it correctly in New York State is really important.  

Yves Gebhardt asked how health care reform (HCR) would impact on Ryan White.  Jan Park responded that HCR will change Ryan White.  Many people who currently receive care via Ryan White will be eligible for Medicaid.  The demand for wraparound services, which are not covered by Medicaid, may increase.  An extension of Ryan White through 2014 seems likely.  Afterward, allocations to Ryan White will be substantially reduced.  

Medicaid Advocacy: Jan Carl Park reviewed the process of engaging in advocacy for Medicaid.  Forty percent of PLWAs access their benefits through Medicaid.  People who are in care are much less likely to transmit the infection.  In 2014, with expanded Medicaid eligibility, PLWH who are not yet disabled by AIDS will be covered by Medicaid.  Mr. Park noted that Congress is considering proposals to scale back or restructure Medicaid – a step that would put low-income people at risk.  Proposals to block grant Medicaid would put a cap on the amount of money that can come to the state – not a positive development.  The material in the packet on advocacy reminds us of the importance of being specific about what we ask for.  When meeting with legislators or their staff, advocates never have much time – so be prepared with a precise and concise ask.  Providing some local context is helpful – in other words, describing the situation in a Representative’s home district – for example, mentioning the amount of money from the Ryan White Care Act that is coming into the legislator’s district.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Housing: Housing Works and other agencies are starting a campaign to address brokers’ fees and security deposits.  Yves Gebhardt noted that housing is a key component of adherence.  He mentioned that he and his fellow tenants were almost evicted but managed to save their housing through activism.   Brokers are finding people who can pay brokers’ fees, leaving very poor people living with HIV who cannot afford the brokers’ fees in desperate need of housing.  

Public Comment: Alyssa from God’s Love We Deliver mentioned the importance of rehearsing scenarios with clients on the phone prior to letting them do advocacy, in addition to the importance of thanking not only the public representative for his/her time but also the client who tells his/her story.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned.  The Policy Committee will meet again in September.
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