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January 12, 2011

Mr. Guillermo Chacon

President and CEO

Latino Commission on AIDS

24 West 25th Street, 9th Floor

New York, NY  10010

Dear Mr. Chacon:

We write to invite you to address the Policy Committee of the HIV Health and Human Services Planning Council of New York (Planning Council) on Governor Cuomo’s plans to address health care access issues for people at high-risk for and living with HIV/AIDS in New York.  Planning Council members include health care and service providers, governmental appointees, advocates, and consumers and are charged with setting priorities for and allocating approximately $100 million in funding from the Health Resources and Services Administration for treatment and care for people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) in New York City and in Westchester, Rockland, and Putnam Counties.

As a member of Governor Cuomo’s health transition team, you are well placed to inform us about the Governor’s plans on a number of issues relevant to PLWHAs, including budget cuts and whether sufficient resources will be allocated to meet the full medical and social service needs of people living with this chronic illness.  We are also interested in learning whether the Governor will sign the bill requiring PLWHAs to pay no more than 30% of their income toward rent if the bill passes in the Assembly and Senate this year; what the Governor’s plans are to address the incidence of HIV in certain groups, particularly young men of color who have sex with men; how he plans to combat stigma and discrimination against PLWHAs; and how he plans to evaluate whether the implementation of managed care for PLWHAs on Medicaid enhances or detracts from their health and well-being.  If you would like to speak on the phone first to let us know whether you would be able to share any information that could inform our efforts moving forward and tell us about Governor Cuomo’s priorities, please contact Kali Lindsey at (212) 803-2850, ext. 2455 (work) or at (646) 413-8035 (cell) or at KLindsey@HarlemUnited.org. 
We are scheduled to meet on January 18th from 3:00-5:00 at the Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies at 281 Park Avenue South in the 1st floor conference room.  We very much hope that you will join us.
Thank you very much in advance for your time and attention.

Very truly yours,
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Sean Cahill, PhD




Kali Lindsey

Co-Chair





Co-Chair

40 Worth Street, Room 1502 ı New York, NY 10013 ı Tel 212.442.6573 ı Fax 212.788.4265 ı
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