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1 Ensuring Access to Health Care for People with HIV/AIDS: The Role of Legal Services (Andriote & Sears), Directions in HIV
Service Delivery & Care - A Policy Brief, HRSA, 2000

HIV/AIDS is a public health
problem profoundly affected by
environment, financial resources
and disproportionately impacts
income communities of color1.
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HIV/AIDS Programs: Service Definitions for
the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program

  The Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Modernization Act
of 2006 states that grantee expenditures are limited to
core medical services, support services and
administrative expenses. Core medical services and
support services are listed in the legislation as follows:
Part A (2604(c), Part B (2612(b), and Part C (2651(c))

 Legal services are the provision of services to individuals
with respect to powers of attorney, do not- resuscitate
orders and interventions necessary to ensure access to
eligible benefits, including discrimination or breach of
confidentiality litigation as it relates to services eligible for
funding under the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program. It does
not include any legal services that arrange for
guardianship or adoption of children after the death of
their normal caregiver2,3

2 HIV/AIDS Bureau, Division of Science and Policy, Instructions for Completing the 2008 Ryan White
HIV/AIDS Program Annual Data Report (effective Feb. 11, 2009) available at
http://datasupport.hab.hrsa.gov/2008docs/2008RDRinstructions.pdf.
3See id.



Ryan White Care Act Funded Legal
Services Include:

 Anti-eviction
 Housing  repairs (mold, sewage,

vermin, lack of heat)
 Access to Medicaid, Medicare,

ADAP
 Access to public benefits, SSD/SSI
 Assistance to immigrants to access

medical benefits
 Long term/short term disability
 HIV discrimination
 Family law
 Domestic violence
 Debtor-creditor
 Wills/future care



Why HIV Legal Services?

Social health and personal health are
inextricably intertwined For PLWHAs 4

4 J. Hayford, Fighting HIV Stigma Protects Public Health, The Legal Pad, Jan. 8, 2010,
http://www.alcclegalpad.blogspot.com



Social Factors Impacting PLWHAS

  Disenfranchised
populations have
poorer access to HIV
medical care5

   PLWHAS go without
or postpone medical
care because of
competing subsistence
needs (food, adequate
shelter, clothing  etc.)6

5 Shapiro MF et al., Variations in the Care of HIV-Infected Adults in the United States: results from the
HIV Cost and Services Utilization Study Journal of the American Medical Association, 1999;281(24)
23052315
6 Cunningham WE, et al., The Impact of Competing Subsistence Needs and Barriers on Access to
Medical Care for Persons with Human Immunodeficiency Virus Receiving Care in the United States
Medical Care,1999:37:1270-1281



HIV Legal Services as Part of the
Continuum of Care

 Residents in stable housing
are more than 16 times likely
to adhere to  antiretroviral
therapy7

 The experience of physical
abuse has significant impact
upon an HIV-positive
woman's  physical health
and quality of life8. Abuse
itself can be a risk factor for
HIV9

7 Chad A. Leaver et al., The Effects of Housing Status on Health Related Outcomes in People Living with HIV:
A Systematic Review of the Literature, AIDS & Behav. (Supp. 2) 85, 85-100 (2007).

8 Karen A. McDonnell et al., Abuse HIV Status, and Health –Related Quality of Life Among a Sample of HIV
Positive and HIV Negative Low Income Women,  14 Quality Life Res.,  945, 945-957 (2005).

 9 Ibid



HIV Legal Services as Part of the
Continuum of Care

10 Suzanne L. Wenzel et al., Sexual Risk Among Impoverished Women: Understanding the Role of Housing
Status, 11 AIDS & Behav., (Supp. 2), 9, 9-20 (2007).
11 Chad A. Leaver, Community Health Advisory and Information Network (CHAIN Study), Columbia
University School of Public Health Overview, 15, (2000).
12 Jennifer Sayles et al., The Association of Stigma with Self-Reported Access to Medical Care and
Antiretroviral Therapy Adherence in Persons Living with HIV/AIDS, 24 J. Gen. Internal Med, 1101, 1101
1108 (2009).

 Health care is a lower priority than
basic survival for undocumented
immigrants with a very limited range of
benefits and services10

 Individuals who experience high levels
of HIV stigma have over four times the
odds of reporting poor access to care11

 Data shows there is a significant
relationship between
homelessness/unstable housing and
remaining outside or marginal to health
care12



Restrictions on Provision of RWCA Funded
Legal Services

 Anti-eviction only in cases
 of HIV discrimination
 No housing repairs
 No assistance to immigrants

to access benefits/status
 No debtor-creditor
 No domestic violence
 No permanency planning

Additional prohibitions include requirement that child be HIV-positive
in  child support cases, custody etc.



Legal Services Impermissible Case
Type
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Ensuring RWCA Meets Legal Needs of
PLWHAs

 Join  with your colleagues at "The HIV/AIDS Law and
Policy Discussion List" at hiv-legal@wnylc.net



HIV Law Project
www.hivlawproject.org


